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CHAMBER CHAT 

1. From the President 

Here we are at the end of another unpredictable year, thanks to Covid. 
Those immortal words of Kenneth Wolstenholme at the 1966 World Cup 
come to mind: “They Think It’s All Over” – but it certainly isn’t just yet! The 
Omicron variant is gaining ground rapidly, bringing lots of business 
uncertainty with it and also uncertainty about just how harmful the variant 
might be. How the next few weeks and months play out will be interesting 
to see, to say the least, but let’s hope we can all have a peaceful and 
healthy Christmas with family and friends. We began 2021 in lockdown; 
let’s hope history doesn’t repeat itself in 2022. 

As the year closes and we look forward, I would like to say a big thank 
you on behalf of myself and all the Chamber Committee to all Chamber 
Members for supporting the various initiatives throughout the year – 
limited as they were by the pandemic, particularly in the early part of the 
year. We are here to serve you and the wider local business community 
for the benefit of all. We may not get it right all of the time in everyone’s 
eyes, but it is not for the want of trying. The Committee is really quite small 
and we all still have the day job too, of course, so it would be great to see 
a few new faces stepping forward at the AGM next February to bolster our 
resources and expertise. See note below. 

2. AGM & Subscriptions 

Just a brief advance notice that the AGM will be held on Wednesday 9th 
February 7pm at the Crown Hotel. Last year’s AGM was held virtually on 
Zoom due to the pandemic, so it will be nice to hopefully (!) get back to a 
face-to-face meeting. Nick Chadwick of Winearray has kindly agreed to 
treat us to a Wine Tasting session immediately following the meeting, 
with appropriate nibbles provided by the Crown. Should be fun. 

The AGM calling notice and further details will be circulated to Members 
early to mid-January, and this will include the invitation to stand for 
election to any of the official posts and Committee. It would be great if 
we could bolster the numbers, as currently the work is shouldered by a 
relatively small team. 

Subscriptions become due 1st February and formal notification will 
accompany the AGM paperwork in January. The Subscription is held at 
just £50 for the year yet again. 
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3. Late-night Christmas Shopping 

The Late-night Christmas Shopping event 
took place as planned on Wednesday 1st 
December, beginning with the official switch 
on of the town’s Christmas Tree lights at 
5:30pm in Hall Square by Radio York’s 
Georgey Spanswick accompanied by the 
Town’s Mayor, Pat Taylor.  

 
This was followed in Hall Square by a 
delightful performance of Christmas 
Carols by Boroughbridge Primary School, 
and they in turn were followed by 
Boroughbridge High School who 
presented a very eclectic mix of 
Christmas songs. Brilliant on both counts. 

 
There was a great festive atmosphere and the 
Town was extremely busy; the event being well 
supported by the local and wider community. 
We had several plugs and interviews on Radio 
York during the morning which may well have 
helped swell the numbers in the evening. Apart 
from the hoped-for increased trading for Town 
Centre businesses, there were many 
attractions for the whole family. The Children’s 
Rides in St James Square were very popular, 
as was Santa and his Sleigh (Boroughbridge 

Lions). The Scouts sold out of 
Roast Chestnuts, the Hog Roast 
sold out too and Brighter 
Boroughbridge had to send for 
reinforcements (i.e. more cups) 
for their Mulled Wine and Soup 
stall. 

There was a good entry for the 
‘Best Shop Window Christmas Display’ 
competition, with this year’s theme being 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Of 
course, if you had 10 different judges you 
would probably get 10 different winners, 
because different people see different 
merits and you will never get everyone 
agreeing with the choice. Beauty is 
definitely in the eye of the beholder on this one, and the judges (Georgey 
Spanswick and The Mayor, Pat Taylor) liked Cabello’s display the most 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgey and Pat switch on 
the Christmas Tree Lights 
[Francesca Hardwick Photography] 

Boroughbridge High School 
entertain the crowds 

Santa was popular with kids 
of all ages 
[Francesca Hardwick Photography] 

Children’s Rides & Tuck Shop 
prepare for the fray. 

Georgey and Pat present the 
trophy to Julie Sykes, Cabello 
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which was ‘Nine (Strictly!) Ladies Dancing’ (both are big Strictly fans!). 
Congratulations to Julie Sykes, who received the winner’s trophy from the 
Judges. 

There were fewer entrants for the Staff 
Fancy Dress competition, but this was 
deservedly won by Natalie Shannon 
and her team at Plenty. Well done 
indeed! 

 

Hopefully we get to do it all over again 

next year!   

And finally….. 

Festive good wishes to all Members and your 
families – have a wonderful Christmas despite all 
the current concerns and unknowns due to the 
latest Covid variant. Let’s hope you’re on the 
‘Good List’ and Santa is kind to you! But, above 
all may you enjoy health, happiness and 
prosperity in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and keep up to 
date with the Chamber 

News Items are regularly 
posted to the Chamber website 
(www.boroughbridgect.co.uk), 
we Tweet (@BoroughbridgeCT) 
and post on Facebook 
(@BoroughbridgeCT) too. 

Make sure you follow and check 
out these channels for regular 
updates, useful alerts and 
information. 

Georgey and Pat present the 
prizes to Natalie Shannon 
and her team at Plenty 

 


