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CHAMBER CHAT 

1 From the President 

First of all, I’m very pleased to announce that committee member Barbara 
Hill has taken on the role of Vice President of the Chamber of Trade. 
Barbara is very well known in Boroughbridge and has been an active 
supporter of the Chamber for many years, having previously served as 
President. Barbara brings great energy and enthusiasm to the role. 

As detailed planning and preparations continue for the Town’s Late-night 
Christmas Shopping event on 1st December (see below), there is a certain 
amount of concern over the potential implications of the growing levels of 
Covid infections. There has been much media comment and speculation 
this past week or so as to whether further Covid restrictions may again be 
brought in by the Government as cases continue to rise. We’ll have to wait 
and see, of course, but in the meantime our preparations continue apace. 
Both Boris Johnson and Health Secretary Sajid Javid have publicly said 
that this Christmas will be better than last Christmas, so let’s hope that 
events don’t transpire to scupper our aspirations. 

2 Member News 

We are delighted to welcome new Chamber 
member Pabasso. Located at The Office, 
Boroughbridge Hall, Pabasso helps ambitious 

business leaders grow their businesses, bringing enlightened leaders of 
growing businesses together in a structured programme to help each 
other’s businesses develop and grow through shared experience and 
expertise. This approach fills in the gaps of experience and expertise, 
provides advice, support and solutions to opportunities, challenges and 
problems. Main contact is Richard Doyle at rad@pabasso.com and the 
website can be found at www.pabasso.com 

3 Late-night Christmas Shopping 

As previously reported, the Late-night 
Christmas Shopping event is back this year 
and will take place on Wednesday 1st 
December, beginning with the official switch 
on of the town’s Christmas Tree lights at 
5:30pm in Hall Square. We’re delighted to 
announce that it will be Radio York’s Georgey 
Spanswick (shown at right) kindly doing the 
honours for us this year, accompanied by the 
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Town’s Mayor Pat Taylor. Georgey formerly worked at TV-am and ITV 
Calendar before now presenting the Breakfast Show on Radio York. The 
Christmas Tree is kindly provided by Harrogate Borough Council and 
should be installed mid-November. 

The event will be supported by a number of old favourites, such as the 
Lions with Santa and his Sleigh, and there will be various street stalls, 
choirs and dancers to provide plenty to interest the throng of people who 
normally support the event. And of course, many of the High Street shops 
will be opening late so you can get some of your Christmas shopping out 
of the way while enjoying the festivities. The shop window display theme 
this year is “The Twelve Days of Christmas” with the annual large silver 
trophy and accompanying prize going to the winner. A staff Christmas 
fancy dress competition will also run alongside. The street lights have now 
been installed by Yorkshire Lighting and will be switched on shortly 

The event is always very well supported and it is such an enjoyable 
evening – one of the highlights of the year for the Town. This year, that 
support will be appreciated more than ever!  

The return of the event following last year’s cancellation has also been 
reported recently by the Stray Ferret here. 

4 Meeting with Andrew Jones MP 

Just a brief note that Andrew Jones MP will be meeting with the Chamber 
Committee on 10th November to discuss and learn why Boroughbridge 
has such a thriving High Street relative to some other Towns in the district. 
Our very low rate of unoccupied business premises is also something that 
is of interest to Andrew. 

5 Member Business Spotlight: 
The Dining Room answers some key questions 

Continuing the Member Business Spotlight 
feature, Lisa & Chris Astley answer some 
key questions on behalf of The Dining 
Room. Formed on 24th October 2000, The 
Dining Room is located on St James 
Square in Boroughbridge. You can contact 
by phone on 01423 326426, and also 
check out the website at 
www.thediningroomrestaurant.co.uk 

What led you to start a business/how did it all begin? The last boss 
we had decided to retire and we took it as an opportunity to spread our 
wings and have a go for ourselves. 
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What does the business do? 
We are an all-day dining 
Restaurant and Café serving 
delicious food & drink. Our cosy 
interior dining is perfectly 
complemented by our beautiful 
garden terrace to take advantage 
of fine weather. 

What is your most popular product/service? Our Coffee! & Chris’s 
Carrot Cake is always a sell-out. Our Dine at Home Service, brought in 
during the pandemic, is still very much in demand. 

What other local businesses do you support? As many as possible. 
We have a fabulous high street in Boroughbridge. 

What is the best part of your job? Meeting so many people from 
different walks of life. 

What is a fun/amazing fact about you or your business that people 
might not know? We are just about to start our 22nd year here; what a 
rollercoaster ride it has been!  
What is the best piece of advice you would offer a new business in 
Boroughbridge? Buckle up and enjoy the ride! 

What is your favourite book/famous person that inspires you? Many 
of the old school such as Elizabeth David, Auguste Escoffier, Nico 
Ladenis, Raymond Blanc, to name but a few. 

How have you adapted your business during the current 
Coronavirus pandemic? We had to really think outside the box when the 
first Covid lockdown hit. We had amazing coffee equipment so decided to 
offer a takeout service and to do ‘Dine at Home.’ During this we changed 
the ethos of our business from fine dining in the evening to casual daytime 
dining. This gave the opportunity to utilise the large rear terrace we have. 
After 21 years it’s been great to have a change in direction & has given 
us and the staff a far happier and relaxed work environment. The 
restaurant is used far more now by local people, whether just meeting up 
for a coffee or having a nice relaxing lunch. 

6 New Micropub gets Planning Approval 

A premises licence was granted recently by Harrogate Borough Council for a 
new micropub selling craft beer in Boroughbridge. Called Borough Tap it will be 
opening at the former Horticouture florist on Horsefair, but with reduced alcohol 
serving hours after some residents raised concerns over potential “rowdy” late-
night behaviour from customers. 

The original application from landlord Paul McCusker was for the micropub to 
serve alcohol between 9am and 1am Monday to Sunday, but this has been 
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curtailed to 11am until 10pm on the same days by HBC’s sub-licensing 
committee. Apparently, the landlord told the committee he did not intend to 
open the micropub during all permissible hours and that it would be a “quiet 
and friendly” venue. 

7 Remembrance Sunday 

Just a reminder that Remembrance Sunday will be on 14th November 
this year and the Chamber President will be laying a wreath at the War 
Memorial on behalf of the Chamber of Trade. Following the Service at St 
James’ Church there will not be an official parade this year, but there will 
be a service at the War Memorial in Hall Square to mark the occasion. 
We understand that Hall Square will be closed between approximately 
10:00am and 11:30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

… and keep up to 
date with the Chamber 

News Items are regularly 
posted to the Chamber website 
(www.boroughbridgect.co.uk), 
we Tweet (@BoroughbridgeCT) 
and post on Facebook 
(@BoroughbridgeCT) too. 

Make sure you follow and check 
out these channels for regular 
updates, useful alerts and 
information. 


