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CHAMBER CHAT 

1 From the President 

With all Covid restrictions now having been removed just over a month 
ago, there seems to be a collective sigh of relief that a semblance of 
normality has returned to our business lives. Sure, there is still some 
nervousness in some quarters, but the huge success of the vaccination 
programme has severed that link between infection rates and serious 
illness and deaths. That’s not to lessen the impact of those who do still 
succumb to the virus, but it looks like it is going to be something we will 
have to live with, i.e something that is endemic rather that being a constant 
battle against a pandemic. Who’s to say new variants will not still cause 
future problems, but for now businesses are largely back in full flow. 

It was wonderful to be able to hold our first face-to-face business 
networking event last month, and coming up fast on the rails is the Race 
Night next month. Planning has also started for the big event of the year, 
the Late-night Christmas Shopping, which was so sorely missed by all last 
year. Further details of all these events are in this issue. Yes, normality is 
definitely returning. 

2 Member News 

We are delighted to welcome new Chamber member David Dale 
Removals. David came along in person to the recent Business 
Networking Event at the Crown Hotel on 22nd July, and duly signed up to 
the Chamber. It’s great to welcome such a long-established stalwart of the 
Boroughbridge business community to the Chamber’s ranks. 

To many in the area they will need no introduction, but David Dale 
Removals (www.daviddale.co.uk) has been operating across the region 
as well as throughout Europe since 1976. They offer an experienced, 
professional removals team which they have establish over the last 45 
years, combining top class customer service with efficient and safe 
removals and storage options. They pride themselves on tailoring their 
service offering to customers’ individual needs. The business also has an 
office in Spain. 

3 Business Networking Event Update 

The previously announced Business Networking Event duly took place at 
the Crown Hotel on Thursday 22nd July. With the final Covid restrictions 
lifted only a few days earlier, it was good to see a number of members 
attend for light refreshments, expertly organised by The Crown, and it was 
great to be able to catch-up face-to-face on local business and other 
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matters. It was also pleasing to welcome non-member David Dale to the 
gathering, who joined the Chamber there and then (see separate item in 
this issue). We also had experts on hand covering Marketing (Piers 
England, Commence Marketing), Health & Safety (Alison Otley, Livius 
Training), HR/Training (Fiona Prattley, FMP Development Ltd) and Social 
Media (Laura Johnson, Issima) – a big thank you is extended for their 
support. Alison Wells of Livius Training won the draw for a bottle of wine. 
It was really good to be able to meet face-to-face again and hopefully we 
will be doing more of this over the coming months. 

 

4 Race Night 

Focus now turns to the Race Night on 
Saturday 11th September at the Crown 
Hotel (with proceeds going towards the 
Town’s Christmas lights). Barbara Hill 
(chief organiser!) has done a great job with 
planning and preparations and it’s all 
systems go. All horses now have sponsors 
– so a big thank you to all who are 
supporting the event in that way. Tickets 
are only £17.50 each and they include a 2-
course supper and drinks voucher. They 
are available from Barbara at Cabello 
(01423-313303) or Sue/Laura at Issima 

(01423-325979). Previous Race Nights have been very well supported 
and extremely enjoyable, so we’re expecting a good turn out this time too.  
We look forward to seeing you on the night. 

 

5 Late-night Christmas Shopping 

It probably seems a bit early to be talking about Christmas, but it’s worth 
confirming that Late Night Christmas shopping is back again this year and 
will take place on Wednesday 1st December, coinciding with the official 
switch on of the Christmas Tree lights. It was so disappointing last year to 
have to cancel what is one of the most enjoyable and best supported 
events of the year for the Town – but hopefully it’s back bigger and better 
than ever this year. Preparations are underway; more details in due 
course. 

It’s also worth taking the opportunity to mention that just three days later, 
on Saturday 4th December, Small Business Saturday is happening. 
Whereas the Late-night Shopping event is purely local to Boroughbridge, 
the Small Business Saturday is a national initiative. You can find more out 
about that on-line. 
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6 Chamber Notice Board 

Just a reminder that the Chamber 
of Trade provides the Notice 
Board on Fishergate for use by the 
local Community to publicise not-
for-profit events. If you, or anyone 
you know, need to publicise a 
local event, then please hand in 
the poster/notice to Issima at 6 
The High Street and they will 

gladly do the rest. It is important to remember that the facility is not for 
business use, but for local Community events and related notices. 
Anything that may offend or be considered political will not be accepted. 

7 Member Business Spotlight: 
FMP Development Consultancy answers 
some key questions 

Continuing the Member Spotlight feature, Fiona Prattley 
answers some key questions on behalf of FMP 
Development Consultancy Ltd. Based in Langthorpe, 
FMP operates locally, nationally and internationally. 
Fiona can be contacted via email at 

contact@fmpdevelopment.com or by phone on 07812 211343. Check 
out the website at www.FMPDevelopment.com 

What led you to start a business/how did it all begin? I started my 
business in 2000. I had had many years working in industry and decided 
it was time to set up my own business. I wanted to share my knowledge 
and experience to support business owners, managers and leaders. 

What does the business do? We design and deliver bespoke training 
and development programmes for managers, leaders and staff. We offer 
coaching to Managers, Leaders, small business owners and staff. We 

help small businesses with HR Consultancy.  

What is your most popular product/service? Bespoke training and 
development courses. 

What other local businesses do you support? Happy to help any local 
businesses if we can! 

What is the best part of your job? It’s great to meet different people and 
learn about their businesses, we learn so much from everyone we meet 
and work with. 
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What is the best piece of advice you would offer a new business in 
Boroughbridge? Set a vision and some goals that you want to achieve 
and then put a plan in place to achieve those goals. Celebrate when you 
achieve the goals. Be open to always learning and continually improving. 

What is a fun/amazing fact about you or your business that people 
might not know? We did some work for Adam Henson at Cotswold Farm 
Park before he became famous on BBC’s Countryfile! 

What is your favourite book/famous person that inspires you? I don’t 
think I have just one – people that inspire are those that have humility, 
integrity and are always willing to learn. 

How have you adapted your business during the current 
Coronavirus pandemic? We have started using Zoom and Teams to 
deliver Virtual training courses. 

Any other interesting facts/information? I have been lucky enough to 
visit some great places with my work – towns and cities in the UK, 
Europe and the USA. 

 

8 Remembrance Sunday 

Remembrance Sunday will be on 14th November this year. We 
understand that the Royal British Legion has decided there will be no 
official parade this time around, so the impact on the High Street 
business community should be minimal as there will consequently be no 
road closures involved. Not many businesses open on Sunday anyway, 
but those that do will not be affected by proceedings. It is likely that Hall 
Square will be closed between 10:00am and 11:30am on the Sunday for 
the Service at the War Memorial, which will not stop any traffic flow or 
use of the Back Lane car park. As usual, a wreath will be laid on behalf 
of the Chamber of Trade. 

 

 
 

 

 

… and keep up to 
date with the Chamber 

News Items are regularly 
posted to the Chamber website 
(www.boroughbridgect.co.uk), 
we Tweet (@BoroughbridgeCT) 
and post on Facebook 
(@BoroughbridgeCT) too. 

Make sure you follow and check 
out these channels for regular 
updates, useful alerts and 
information. 


