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CHAMBER CHAT 

1 From the President – Derek Hufton 

The challenging times continue. Who would have thought that such a 

small invisible thing could create such havoc? However, the main thing 

is that I hope you and yours are healthy and virus free. We seem to 

have been fortunate in our rural environment not to have had the higher 

infection rates of many other parts of the country, but we cannot be 

complacent of course and we must stay vigilant. 

Still a long way to go, I fear, but there does now seem to be some light 

at the end of the tunnel. It’s been great to see how some businesses 

have adapted their products or services to continue operating – whether 

by starting takeaway services, delivery services, starting to trade on-line 

or whatever. The current crisis has led to a lot of innovation by 

businesses. 

At least the lockdown has eased slightly, and it seems more ‘non-

essential’ retail businesses will be opening from 15th June – which I 

know is a great frustration to a number of business who were hoping 

that 1st June would be the date.  Better late than never and more about 

that topic below. 

2 Covid-19 News and Information from the 

BCT 

There are many sources of information and guidance on the current 

crisis, and the Chamber has been doing its bit to selectively share 

information that will be useful to Members. 

Regular News Posts have been made on the Chamber Website 

(www.boroughbridgect.co.uk) and our Facebook Page 

(@BoroughbridgeCT) and Twitter feed (@BoroughbridgeCT) have also 

been a source of regular postings of relevant current information. Please 

do make sure you are checking the website News Page on a regular 

basis and that you are following us on the Social Media platforms 

mentioned. 

3 Members’ Covid-19 Survey 

If you haven’t received the invitation yet, you will shortly. We would like 

all Members to complete a short survey (approximately 10 minutes) to 

tell us how they have been adapting during the Covid-19 lockdown. 

Some businesses have been continuing to trade, while others have been 

mothballed – with everything in between. We are always keen to hear 

how Members are faring, but the current crisis brings an added focus. 
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Do you tweet? 

Tag us and we will share 

your posts: 

@CTBoroughbridge 
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Please send your comments and news items to The Editor, Chamber Chat 
c/o secretary@boroughbridgeCT.co.uk 

The Purpose of the Survey is to find out what’s really happening 

amongst the membership to: 

 See how businesses are coping 

 What we can learn and share between us 

 Identifying issues where the Chamber may be able to help and 

offer guidance and better serve the membership 

By completing the survey it will provide: 

 A platform to share success and ideas 

 A chance to learn from others 

 A chance to reach out for Professional help 

Analysis of the responses will be aggregated and remain anonymous. 

Overall results will be fed back to all members – individual businesses 

will not be identified. We really do encourage you to complete the 

Survey as the more responses returned, the more meaningful the 

analysis. 

4 Non-essential Retail to Open 15th June 

On Sunday 25th May, in between the incessant questions about Dominic 

Cumming’s antics, the Prime Minister announced that all non-essential 

Retail can re-open from 15th June. There is a good deal of 

understandable pent-up frustration amongst those retailers who still 

have to remain closed until that date when Bicycle Shops, Garden 

Centres and now Car Showrooms and Open Markets can trade before 

that date. The Government will be issuing detailed guidance for Retailers 

as to what measures need to be in place to ensure safety of both 

customers and staff. 

5 VE Day 

Thanks to all the shops on the High Street for making an effort to mark 

VE Day on 8th May. Celebrations were naturally muted this year, but it 

was gratifying to see that many shops on the High Street had made 

some effort to recognise such an important event. Every gesture 

counted, whether it was just a solitary Union Jack in the window, or the 

more elaborate displays devised by some. It’s a great shame it couldn’t 

have been the big party atmosphere we all hoped for, but every little 

really does help. 

Note about Committee 

Meetings: 

If you have questions for the 

committee or wish to raise 

an item on the agenda of a 

future meeting please 

contact the 

Secretary@boroughbridge.

co.uk 10 days before the 

Committee meeting (first 

Wednesday of every 

month). You should also 

contact the Secretary if you 

would like to receive the full 

minutes of any meeting 
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Please send your comments and news items to The Editor, Chamber Chat 
c/o secretary@boroughbridgeCT.co.uk 

6 Stray Ferret 

Announcing a new news platform for the wider Harrogate District, we 

had a presentation at the Committee meeting on 6th May from Tamsin 

O’Brien, founder of The Stray Ferret. An online news service, The Stray 

Ferret is centred on a dedicated website with an associated Facebook 

page and Twitter feed. Employing professional jounalists, and backed by 

Tamsin’s own “heavyweight” media experience (formerly a senior BBC 

journalist and Head of Regional and Local Programmes in Leeds) The 

Stray Ferret intends to provide a serious alternative to traditional print 

and broadcast news reporting with a real focus on Harrogate and its 

surroundings. With a journalist having specific responsibility for reporting 

on Boroughbridge itself, the platform is serious about reporting the news 

from our own patch. Take a look for yourself at www.thestrayferret.co.uk 

and remember every news organisation needs material; if you have a 

story you think needs covering, drop them a line – there’s a contact page 

on the website. 

http://www.thestrayferret.co.uk/

